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CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
CHARACTER SEMINAR
Character Seminar: Year 1
Character Seminar: Year 2

Character Seminar: Year 3
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Character Seminar: Year 4

CENTRAL EUROPEAN STUDIES
AP® COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION
AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY
AP FRENCH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
AP® GERMAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
AP® HUMAN GEOGRAPHY
PRINCIPLES OF ECONOMICS (AP® MICRO/MACROECONOMICS)
AP PSYCHOLOGY
AP SEMINAR
AP® STUDIO ART: 2-D DESIGN
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LEAF CORE Central European Seminar
CENTRAL EUROPEAN STUDIES
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Central European Studies: Year 1
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Central European Studies: Year 2
INTRODUCTION TO WORLD LANGUAGE: GERMAN 1 AND 2
WORLD LANGUAGE: GERMAN 3
NATIONAL LANGUAGE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING
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ENTREPRENEURIAL LEADERSHIP 15
ENTREPRENEURIAL LEADERSHIP YEAR 1 15
ENTREPRENEURIAL LEADERSHIP YEAR 2 15
ENTREPRENEURIAL LEADERSHIP YEAR 3 (two-year program) 15
ENTREPRENEURIAL LEADERSHIP YEAR 3 (in four-year program) and YEAR 4 (in
two-year program) 15

STEM 16
AP® BIOLOGY 16
AP CALCULUS AB/BC 16
AP® CHEMISTRY 17
AP® COMPUTER SCIENCE A 17
AP® COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES 18
AP® ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 19
AP PHYSICS C: ELECTRICITY & MAGNETISM 19
AP® PHYSICS C: MECHANICS 20
AP STATISTICS 20
LEAF CORE: MATHEMATICAL MODELLING AND STATISTICS 20
PRE-CALCULUS 21
STEM: Computer Science 21

Computer Science: Year 1 21
Computer Science: Year 2 22
STEM: MATHEMATICS 1 and 2 23
STEM: SCIENCE 24
Science: Year 1 24

Science: Year 2 24
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CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

CHARACTER SEMINAR

Course length: 2 years/4 years (Year 1-4)

Department: Character department

Course description:

The Character Seminar focuses on building students’ self-awareness and developing them as well-rounded,
value-driven leaders. Through experiential learning, discussion and individual or group reflection and
feedback, students will seek answers to fundamental questions such as: Who am I and what are my
greatest strengths? How can I use my strengths to grow? What do I value and how do I make choices? How
do I work with others and how can I impact them?

Character Seminar guide students in exploring themes connected with well-being and practicing basic life
skills, such as staying healthy, physically and mentally, managing stress, seeking balance in relationships
with others, understanding and enjoying tolerance and diversity, and, in the last year, transitioning to
independent life beyond LEAF Academy.

Through a four-year program of topics following the natural student lifecycle, the seminar helps students
first discover their relationships with the outside world, then delve into introspection of one's personality,
strengths, motivations and values, following with understanding basic concepts of moral philosophy and
discussing real-world dilemmas finishing with a final project aimed at identifying one's own mission in
life to follow.

The Character seminar is designed to follow the natural life cycle of a student at LEAF Academy.

Character Seminar: Year 1

The first year is dedicated to two topics: others and my growth. Upon arriving to LEAF Academy and
dealing with the challenges of community and residential life, new friendships, new relationships with
teachers and advisors, the seminar first supports them to navigate the world of relationships. They explore
the topics of respect (respect for others rooted in respect for oneself), trust, differences in personalities and
perceptions, communication as well as romantic relationships and boundaries.

The second part of the seminar is dedicated to helping the students to develop successful learning and time
management strategies, understanding the growth mindset, identifying strengths and opportunities for
growth as well as the importance of and effective ways of giving as well as receiving feedback.

This is supported by experientials ranging from in-class trust games and group dynamics activities as out-
of-school researches and interactions.

Character Seminar: Year 2

After exploring the world of relationships and personal growth, the second year offers a deep-dive into the
world of self.
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At the beginning, the students explore the concept of knowing oneself as the basis of leadership. They try
out different ways how to reflect, ranging from arts through discussions to writing. They learn about
current scientific methods and personality tests and look back at their personal journey, key moments in
life and make links to their leadership strengths, challenges and motivations. The seminar guides them in
connecting self-reflection with self-care and well-being and students learn to practice mindfulness. The
second half of the year is dedicated to themes related to the topics of humility, resilience as well as self-
regulation as essential virtues of good leadership.

As part of the experiential element, the students engage in games visioning their future life or a fail fare to
connect success with failure.

Character Seminar: Year 3

After exploring the world of relationships and personal growth in year one, the world of self in year two,
the third year turns the attention of the students to values and behaviors in the outside world.

At first, the students explore their internal values and what is important to them, in their own language,
comparing and confronting them with the values of LEAF Academy and the expectations rooted in the
LEAF Academy graduate profile.

Later on, the course continues with basic introduction to moral philosophy, its importance and practical
implications especially for future leaders. The students are challenged to understand, apply, compare and
contrast three major schools of thought: consequentialism, deontology and virtue theory. With external
speakers, the participants are led to explore the relationship between ethics and religion, the phenomenon
of bystander effect, topics of moral courage, authenticity and lying, as well as the concept of virtuous
leadership, with the aim to help students make informed ethical choices in their future life and careers.

As an experiential element, the students engage in various ethical dilemmas and cases and carry out a
short field research exploring how strangers as well as LEAF Academy members argue and think about the
morality of everyday decisions.

Character Seminar: Year 4

After exploring the world of relationships and personal growth in year one, the world of self in year two,
the third year turns the attention of the students to values and behaviors in the outside world. The last year
of the character seminar supports the students in their transition to life outside of LEAF Academy.

Experienced university guidance counselors aid students in thinking about their potential university choice
or other suitable options. Strengthening the connection with and transition to the outside world, the
students continue to engage in real-world ethical dilemmas such as programming a self-driving car.
Further exploring and calibrating their internal value compass and conscience, they take part in a field trip
to the Auschwitz concentration camp in Poland with guided reflections before and after the trip.

As a culmination of their journey of self-discovery and character development, each student works to
prepare a final project that summarizes his/her path at LEAF Academy as well as their future direction
which is presented in front of their peers and LEAF Academy staffulty.
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AP® COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

Course length: Year Long (Year 3 or Year 4)

Department: CES

Course description:

AP Comparative Government and Politics will provide students with the conceptual tools necessary to
develop an understanding of some of the world’s diverse political structures and practices, focusing on six
AP comparative politics countries: Great Britain, Russia, China, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria.

The first part of the course will focus on learning the basics of comparative politics and theory behind
political institutions, focusing on the key concepts of Sovereignty, Authority, Power, State, Nation, Political
culture, Societal cleavages, Political participation, Government Institutions, Branches of Government,
Parties, Bureaucracy.

The second part of the course will cover the 6 AP case studies. Taking a comparative, cross-country
approach, we will examine, compare and contrast the countries’ formal and informal political institutions,
paying particular attention to topics of continuity and change, public policy, political economy,
authoritarianism, democratization, economic development and political violence.

AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION

Course length: Year Long (Year 3 or Year 4)
Credit: 1
Department: CES

Course description: An AP English Language and Composition course requires students to become skilled
readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts and skilled writers who compose for a variety of
purposes. Both their reading and their writing should make students aware of interactions among a
writer’s purposes, reader expectations, and an author’s propositional content, as well as the genre
conventions and the resources of language that contribute to effectiveness in writing.

At the heart of an AP English Language and Composition course is the reading of various texts. Reading
facilitates informed citizenship and thus increases students’ capacity to enter into consequential
conversations with others about meaningful issues. Also contributing to students’ informed citizenship is
their ability to gather source materials representing particular conversations and then make their own
reasonable and informed contributions to those conversations. Students’ ability to engage with outside
sources in their reading, writing, and research is an important measure of their intellectual growth.

6/25



\\/
% LEAF Boarding school for future leadership
ACADEMY

o

While writing represents a significant component of this coutse, the core skill required is the ability to read
well. In reading another writer’s work, students must be able to address four fundamental questions about
composition:

What is being said?

To whom is it being said?
How is it being said?
Why is it being said?

The answers to these questions inform students’ own composition processes as they learn to read like
writers and write like readers.

AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY

Course length: Year Long (Year 3 or Year 4)

Department: CES

Course description:

European History is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester introductory college or university
European history course and is taught to the AP standards. In this course, students will gain a broad range
of historians’ analytical skills as well as a broad understanding of European history. The course will lead to
the acquisition of historians’ skills such as studying primary and secondary soutces, analyzing causality or
making comparisons between countries and historical periods. Students investigate significant events,
individuals, developments, and processes in four historical periods from approximately 1450 to the
present. Students develop and use the same skills, practices, and methods employed by historians:
analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing historical arguments; making historical

Course length:
Department:
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